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OF THE DENOMINATION, C CALLED, 


PA RTICULAR | BAPTISTS, 


Being met: ASSOCIATION, at at 
May the 30th, 31ft, ‘17925 fend their CHRISTIAN 
' SALUTATION to the feveral CHURCHES, with 
whom they ftand connedted, Me 


Gilderfome; Hebden-Bridge, 
Halifax, Fold, 


¥ | 


Dear ‘BRETHREN; 


is, we truft, from. love to ouf commion Lord, and 
ie ‘with a view to fpiritual welfare, that we have an-. 
ually, for feveral years paft, addrefied you on various; 
- fubje Rs, we not as- 
ob jects of fpeculation ; but as to holy practice; 
and that you are no farther édifie by them; than your réal 
holinefs is increafed; or your hearts and lives moic'exten-. - 
‘fively correfpond with the nature of facred truths.~——Our 
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2 Benevolence, we would now prefent you with a few hints 
3 on Chriftian Zeal, a fubje& nearly akin to the former, © 
both as to its nature and worth. 


"The ‘Zear, which is the fubje& of this letter, 
the epithet Chriftian given it, to diftinguifh it from all 
other kinds of Zeal, or to fignify that it is not any fort 
_ of zeal which is meant; but ¢hat only which is peculiar 
toa real chriftian, a true faint. | 


= 
= 


: _* Though Chriftian Zeal may have fomething in it, which 
a may be in the zeal of a finner; yet taken in its whole 
| » ompafs, or with refpect to all its properties, it is really 
diftine&t, or quite different from all that zeal which ever was 
found in the heart of the natural man. As Chriftian \ ‘ 
faith, Chriftian Benevolence, Chriftian Fear, &c. mean 
aa holy exercifes of foul, entirely different from any thing 
il which carnal men enjoy, and hence, real Chriftians are 
i faid to be new creatures, and not to be of the world (2 Cor. 
i Vv. 17.—John xv. 19, and xvii. 16.)—So Chriftian Zeal is 
| _. that which is peculiar to real Chriftians, or to thofe, ; 
| who, in the fcripture, are ftiled believers, fpiritual perfons, ig Be 
faints, &e.—We may as well expeét to find grapes {pring- | 
ing from thorns—figs from thiltles—or the {pontaneous 
| growth of a fine tulip from a barren rock, as to find 
| Chriftian Zeal in unconverted perfons, however polite, 
if learned, and externally regular they may be: Holy Zeal 
if cannot be found in the hearts of thofe, who have no fpiri- 
tually good thing in them. | 


Zeal, confidered as a natural paffion, may be defined a 
to be, a {trong love to a thing, attended with indignation 
againft what is fuppofed to be hurtful to it; and pre ary 

_ Zeal feems to be an ardent love to divine things, to God, : 
- his word, &c.—with indignation, or keen refentment 
again{ft what oppofes, or is contrary to them: Zeal includes 
an ardent love; we do not fay that a man is zealous for 
am object, if he have only a little love to it, or be not a 
much concerned about it; but that 4e has zeal for it, who > 
| 


reatly loves, and is devoted to it:—thus, fome of the 

1% Galatians were zealoufly affected to corrupt teachers, and 

i their evil tenets, as they loved them greatly.—(Gal. iv. 

| | 17-) Now, though this zeal in the Galatians was wrongs — 
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it being placed on improper objedts ; yet it fhews that 
zeal includes ftrong love to an object, fo that Chriftian 
Zeal contains ardent love to God, &c. a 


Befides, Chriftian Zeal ftands oppofed in the fcripture, — 
to a Lukewarm frame in chriftians, refpecting divine — 
things:—the Laodicean Church was in this deteftable ftate 
of foul, and in a to it, our Lord requires of 
them holy zeal, (Rev. iii. 15, 16, 19.) 


Farther, holy zeal feems alfo to include indignation, or — 
keen refentment againft things. which appear contrary to 
thofe divine objects that a faint vehemently loves; when 
Phineas flew a great man in Ifrael, and the Midianitifh 
woman for their idolatry, and audacious uncleannefs ;— 
this is called his zeal for the Lord, as it was an expreflion — 
of his indignation againft their fin, as well as of vigorous 
love to God, and his honour, (Num. xxv. 7, 8, 13.)—_ 
and though we have no divine commiflion, as he had, 
to flay the perpetrators of evil; yet his inward indignation — 

init fin, is what belongs to our zeal, if we have any 
of this facred flame,—and indeed, this is infeparably con-_ 
nected with fervent love to divine things, for when we 
fervently love any object, we muft proportionably refent 


what tends to hurt, to obfcure, and injure it. 


Moreover, this account of zeal, as confifting in fervent 
love to divine things, with keen refentment to what is 
contrary to them, may be ftrengthened by the fenfe of the 
word zeal, when applied to God: it fignifies his flaming 
love to his people, (Ifa ix. 6. Ixiii, 15, and other places,) 
and it alfo denotes his anger again{ft his and their enemies. 
{Lia. xlii. 13.) The Lord fhall flir up jealoufy (or zeal) like 
a man of war; he fhai cry; yea, roar; he Shall prevail againft 
his enemies.—Sec alfo Zech. viii. 2. 


It was neceffary to give you a definition of what, in the | 
general, we mean by Chriftian Zeal; tor withoyt this, all 
that might be faid upon it, would be a mere found. of 
words, without any pertinent ideas ;—a fhooting in the 
dark, or at random,—and from this account of Chriftian 
Zeal, it appears, that it ftands oppofed to a neutral ipirit 
in religious matters, to a halting betwixt God and Baal, 
and toa Lukewarm temper. . 
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It may now be proper to make a few obfervations ra- 
fpecting this Chriftian Zeal; to mention a few things, in 
which it fhews itielf:—an advantage or two connected 
with it, and a few motives to its exercife.t 


"The firft obfervation is, that the object of this zeal is not 
any fentiment or practice, that is contrary, or not agree- 
able to the word of God: to be zealous in what is wrong, 


‘is certainly no amiable difpofition, and fo cannot be that 


weal which has God’s approbation affixed to it:—we 


| 


‘to the 14th inclufive.) 


fhould take care that what we are zealous for, is not 
fyme error or fin, for if it be, our zeal concerning it 
will be finful, and very far from the nature of holy zeal. 
— Saul in his zea} for the Ifraelites, fought to flay the 
Gibeonites; he had, or at lcatt profefied to have a Bein 

affection for Ifrael and Judah, and an indignation againtt 
the Gibeonites, who, as he fuppofed, -were injurious to 
the former, and fo he rafhly flew them, though Ifracl 
had {worn to preferve their lives, and were in a juft league 
with them.—Saul’s zeal was therefore exercifed in a bad 
caufe, and fo could not be holy zeal, (2 Sam. xxi. 1, 2, 


This fpurious kind of zeal Paul was guilty of before his 
convertion ;—he was exceedingly zealous of the traditions 


of his Fathers, (Gal. i. 14.)—which do not mean divinely | 


written truths; but thofe oral traditions, which the Jews, 
when our Lord was on earth, were fuch ftricklers for, 
and by which, they made void the commandment of God ; 
(Matt. xv. 2, 3, & Mark vii.)—this unlawful zeal alfo 
appeared in Paul's perfecution of the faints, prior to his 
change of heart. He then thought that he ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jefus of Nazareth, and 
trom a ftrong love to error, (which yet he fuppofed to be 
truth) he had a flaming indignation againft the difciples ot 
jefus, concerning zeal, he perfecuted the church of 
God,—(Phil. iii. 6.) —The vile popes, and their deluded 
votaries, have fhewn the fame horrid fpirit againft thofe, 

whom 


tT. We might then give a dircétion or two to thofe who have 
declined in their holy zeal; in order to the revival of it, but there 
will be no room for this. | 
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whom they were pleafed to ftile heretics, but who, in 
reality, were the excellent of the earth, the precious faints 
of the moft high: The papal whore has been drunk with 
the blood of the faints and martyrs of Jefus.—(Rev. xvii. 16.) 
—In like manner, all that zeal mutt be finful, which 
heathens, or jews, who have acted the part of heathens, 
have fhewn to their fictitious gods, in their idolatrous | 
worfhip, fuch as baal’s priefts performed, when they cried 
fo earneftly to him, from morning till noon, cutting them- 
{elves with knives and lancets, tll the blood gufhed out*, 
and fuch zeal as Demetrius, and the idolatrous Ephefians 
expretied for Diana, (Ads xix. 24, 28.}--God is a jealous 
God, and cannot bear that any fhould be religioufly wor- 
fhipped, except himfelf,—cannot admit of any competitor, 
and whatever may be the particular motive to zeal, for 
idolatry, it is zeal in abad caufe,—and may we not fay alio, 
that the zeal of many nominal chriftians, for their own 
works, as the foundation of juftification with God, is 


< 


‘finfyl ?>—Yes; it istrue, that works which are good, as to 


the matter of them, fhould be done,—but to contider them, - 
and to be zealous for them, as the ground of a title to life, 
is certainly finful, feeing it makes Chrift’s righteoutnefs 2 
needlefs and vain thing, and is contrary to the very nature 
of falvation by him.—(Gal. ii. 21.—iil. 21, 22,)—This is 
that zeal which the apottle fays, is not according to know- 
ledge, and which his blind country-men had, who fub- © 
mitted not to that righteoufnefs of Jefus, which was the 
contrivance of the Father, and wrought out by the Son, 
who was God as well as man, (Rom. x. 2, 3, 4.)—In 
fort, no human inventions in the worfhip of God,—no 
errors,;—no immoralities,—nothing contrary to the facred 
{criptures, can be the object of holy zeal, except fo far as 
it refpects indignation againft them: the more men love 
fuch things, and refent the oppofite truths, the greater is 
their fin. 


The fecond obfervation is, that the objects of Chriftian 
Zeal, are God, the gofpel, &c.—this has been barely men- 
tioned before; but it is now repeated with a view to a 
little enlargement. If we fhould be zealous for, or fer- 

| vently 


® : Kings xviii, 26, &c. 
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yently love any object, furely God claims our firft regard; 
—zeal tor things refpecting him, is called, a zeal for the 
Lori, as it centres in him, and fuppofes a vigorous af- 
fe&tioa tohim. Every real chriftian loves God above all 
earthly enjovments, as to his habitual frame, and when 
he thus loves him in an exteniive degree, then he may be 
faid to have zeal towards God.—Ataph, from an enlarged 
view of God’s goodnefs and excellence, in his gracious 
dealings with him, and of an interett in his {pecial favour, 
loved him fervently, faying, Vom have | in heaven but 
thee ? and there is none upon eurth that | defire befides (or with) 
thee, (Pialm Ixxiii. 25.)—David alfo liad fervent love to 
his God, when he itiled him his exceeding joy ;—and 
when faints have this warm affection, then they are zea- 
lous for him. po 


The truths of the gofpel are alfo the objeéts of their 
zeal,—as the atonement of Chrift,—juftitication by his 


riziiteoufnefs, the free, great, and fovereign love of God, | 


in fending his Son to die, &c.—/t is goad to be xealou/ly 
affecied atways in a good thing, (Gal. iv. 18.)—and furely 
the doctrines of the gofpel are good things,—glad tidings 
of zood things to miferable, ruined finners, and zeal for 
them contains an ardent love to them, fuch a like one as 
Paul had, when he efteemed the gofpel of the grace of God 


fo, as to be very willing to part with his life, if need — 


fhould require, for its advancement. (Acts xx. 24.) 


The commands of God are likewife the objects of holy 
zeal; thefe, a zealous Chriftian fervently loves, fo far as 


his knowledge of them extends :—he highly efteems the 


commands of loving and ferving God, of juftice and 
mercy to men ;—/ervent in fpirit, ferving the Lord. (Rom. 
xii. 11.) He labcurs fervently in prayer for and 
others, (Col. iv. 12.) The pialmitt’s language is his,— 
I lve thy teftimonies exceedingly, (Pf. cxix. 167.) 

The pofitive inftitutions of Baptifm and the Lord’s 
Supper, are alfo the objects of holy zeal; though in fome 
fenfe, they may be allowed not to be of equal importance 


with love to God, and duties purely moral; yet havin 


the ftamp of divine authority upon them, thcy ought to be 
highly 
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highly efteemed, and not to be accounted indifferent and 
trifling things. There were various pofitive  inftitu- 
tions that belonged to the Old Teftament, and to thefe, 
as well as to moral duties, God exhorted Ifrael to take 
heed, to obferve and do, without addition to, or fubftrac- 
tion from them, (Deut. xii. 13, 30, 31, 32.) It had like 
to have coft Mofes his life. as holy a man as he was, for 
neglecting the pofitive ceremony of circumcifion, (Exod. 


iv. 24.) and are not the pofitive inftitutions under the 


New Teftament, as precious and deferving of regard, as 
thofe under the Old Difpenfation?—certainlty they are ;— 
David highly valued ceremonial worfhip, as well as 


merely moral duties, and every zealous chriftian who is 


acyuainted with, or believes the truth of Baptifm and 
the Lord’s Supper, greatly loves them. 


Again, the caufe of Chrift, or the fpread of the gofpel, 
the increafe of his fpiritual fubje&ts, and the edification of 
thofe who are already converted, may be confidered as an 


object of Chrift.an Zeal.—lf we love Chriit fervently, my 


dear Brethren, we cannot but ardently love the profperity 
of his intereft in the world ;—zealous Paul, efteemed the 
caufe of Chrift fo dearly, that he was willing to encounter 
great difficulties for the promotion of it, not only to be 


bound, but to die at Jerufalem for the name of the Lord 


Jefus. (Acts xxi. 13.)—The caufe of Chrilt is a good 
caufe, and fo we fhould be zealous in promoting it. 


Alfo the rule of fcripture, the difcipline of 


God’s houfe, or the reception of perfons into a gofpel- 
church, and the exelufion of impenitent offenders, &c.— 
is what holy zeal is concerned about. ‘The church at Je- 


rufalem did not believe Paul to be a difciple, and fo would 


not receive him, till convinced of his fincerity, (Acts ix. 
26, 27.)—and the church at Ephefus could not bear them 
that were evil, though fhe had loft her firft love-—Once 


more, the minifters and people of Chrift are an object of © 


holy zeal, thus we read of the fervent mind, or zeal of the 


Corinthians to the apoftles, (2 Cor. vii. 7.)—and of the 


great zeal of Epaphras to the Coloilians. » 
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As to the other thing included in Chrifttan Zeal, that is, 

indignation againft what oppofes, or is contrary to the 

- above mentioned objects ; it is certain, that if we love 

i __ God fervently, we fhall have a warm refentment againtt 

‘Sin, which 1s dire€tly oppcfite to him ;—Do not kate 

them, O Lord, that hate thee? yea, I hate them with a 
perfect hatred, I count them mine enemies. (Pf. cxxxix.) 


Are the great Doctrines of the Gofpel dear to us ?—then 
we fhall greatly diflike the contrary errors, and efpecially 
thofe which tend to overthrow the Deity of Chrift,—his 
atoning facrifice, &c. | 


« 


_ Again, do we highly efteem the pofitive inftitutians 
under the New Teftament?—then fhall we feel a propor- 
tionable refentment to what is contrary to them, whether 
maintained by Papifts, or Proteftants, and the fame may 
be faid with refpect to the other particulars. 


_ The third obfervation we would make is, that the holy 
i indignation included in Chriftian Zeal, is not anger againit 
| _ the perfons of men, but againft their fins,.and 1s accom- 
| panicd with pity to their perfons, and particularly with 
| refentment again{ft our own fins. It js not that ferocious 
| temper towards thofe who fin, which tends to hurt them 
| _ by angr} words or actions, for a meek difpofition is to be 

\ exercifed to thofe that oppofe themfelves, (2 ‘Tim. 11. 24, 
25, & Gal. vi. 1.) a 


We fhould beware of accounting bitternefs, angry tem- 
pers, and a vindictive fpirit, any part of holy zeal, left we 
. fall under the cenfure of Chrift, who, when his difciples 
| were for commanding fire from heaven upon the guilty 
| Samaritans, faid, Ye know not what manner of fpirit ye are 
of, (Luke ix. 54, 55.)—and the keen refentment included 
in holy zeal is accompanied with pity to the perfons of 
men, as it was in Chrift, (Mark iii. 5.)—and as Paul 
bewailed thofe that had finned, as one that commiferated 
. their cafe.—Further, though thofe who fin may be our 
neareft relatives, according to the flefh, yet, if we are 
zealous chriftians, we fhall refent their fintul 
4 cut, 
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(Deut. xxxiii. 9.—Gal. ii.)—and particularly, it is at-— 

tended with indignation againft our own fins ;—true zeal 

: begins at home ;—fome feem very zealous againft the fins ‘ 
of others, as moft pernicious things, as high mifdemean- ; 
ers; but, alas! they are blind in a great meafure, to their | 
own fins:—when David by Nathan's parable, had heard 
the cruelty of a rich man againft a poor traveller {nat 
aid, 


Bet as) difcerning that he was the very perfon intended) it is 
Sy his anger was greatly kindled againft the rich man, fo that 
he affirmed, that he fhould furely die; though he was not 

| fenfible. as he ought to havé been, of hi. own great fin in- 
| flaying Uriah. (2 Sam. xii.—Gen. xxxviii.. 24.)—Some 
: perceive a mote in their brother’s eye, while a beam in > 

their own eye is unnoticed, not properly refented; but this 

ie not genuine zeal.—Let us always endeavour to begin at 
me. . | 


_ A fourth obfervation is, that Chriftian Zeal is uniform; 
it is a zeal for the divine commands, for good works, as 
well as for the doctrines of grace. —Who more zealous for 
4 aye the peculiar doctrines of the gofpel, than Paul? None,— 
‘ and who more zealous for duty, or works ?——His zeal 
for the gofpel was attended with a. proportionable regard — 
| for duty ;—as to himfelf, he exercifed a confeience void of 
offence towards God and men; and prefied with the 
greateft ardour after more holinefs; and he warmly ftimu- . 
| lated other faints to devote their whole perfons to the 
e. fervice of God, and that too, from the confiderations of 
golpel doctrines, in which there is fo great a difplay of the — 
pecial mercy of God. (Rom. xii. 1.)—Some profetiors 
| have a kind of zeal for the doctrines of the gofpel, which - 
is not approved by God; when they hear thefe, they fmile, 
hearken diligently, and are ready to fay within themfelves, 
O brave!—this is preaching!—but when they hear duties 
ftrictly enforced from the divine authority, and from gofpel 
motives, then they put on a frowning countenance, foon 
drop their attention, and fay, this is poor legal ftuff, and 
| the preachers of it are half Arminians, if not altogether 
i fo; but the zeal of fuch perfons is not genuine, and their 
: wickednefs in flighting duty is exceedingly vile, fo that 
| we are at a lofs for a name fully to exprefs its atrocious 
nature, | 
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_ Again, true zeal is uniform, as to all known duties and 

fins ;—/ efleem all thy precepts concerning things to be right; 
and I bate every falfe way. (Pfalm cxix. 128.)—If we 
are zealous for one duty and not for another, and againtft 
one known fin, and not another, our zeal feems fpurious. 
_ —Let us examine ourfeives b the uniformity of our zeal, 
_ this is a criterion of it, which will not deceive us. 


‘The fifth obfervation is, that erne Chriftian Zeal, is 


- more efpecially employed about the more important truths 
of God’s word; though alt duties are important; yet 
fome are more fo than others ;—7@ pay tithe of mint, and 
 anife, and cummin, and have omitted the WEIGHTIER 
 MATIERS of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: (Matt. 
Xxiii. 23.)—All fin is deteftable; but fome fins are more 
vile than others; and all the truths of the gofpel are 
recious, and what we fhould be zealous for; and yet, 
as all muft allow, fome are more important than others: 
Now Chriftian Zeal which is always according to knowledge, 
is efpecially exercifed in the moft important things ; fome 
are very zealous about lefs matters, while the greater are 
neglected ; thev are fo intent on the faddle as to lofe fight 
of the horfe.—Once more Chriftian Zeal is attended with 
rtionable humility ; falfe zeal is proud, full of boaft- 


ing, Come with me, and fee my zeal for the Lord, (2 Kings | 


x. 16.}—but holy zeal is of an oppofite nature. 


We would now, fecondly, as was propofed, mention a 
few things, in which Chriftian Zeal manifefts itfelf. It 


does not appear in angry contentions about religious things, - 


njyunction; nor in curious and unneceflary queftions 
nd ftrifes about mere words, which produce envy, de- 
ates, evil tempers. (1 Tim. vi. 4.—2 Tim. ii. 22, 24.) 
Nor in falfe reprefentations of our opponents, and rafh 
judging, in order to promote what we account truth; as 
in reprefenting fome as Arminians, merely becaufe they 
affert the obligation of finners to repent and belicve, and 


oe are always hurtful, as well as contrary to the divine 


on the other hand, a {peaking of others as Antinomians, 


merely becaufe they deny, that fpecial. repentance and faith 
are the duties of natural men: Nor does Chriftian Zeal 
fhew itfelf in courting danger by an inconfiderate rufhing 
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into trouble;—nor by unneceffary familiarity with thofe 
who are known enemies to the Deity of Chrift, and by 
conicyuence, to his atonement, &c.—For as unnecefi: 
familiarity with immoral perfons is to be avoided, left we 
be detiled with their ways, (Prov. xxii. 24, 25.)—fo by a 
em of reafon, needlefs friendfhip with men who are 
nown enemies to what we account fundamentals in 
Chriftianitv, fhould be avoided, left we learn their evil 
tenets. Zeal, therefore, it well regulated, will keep 
from this intimacy; and yet at the fame time, it will not 
be inimical to the above-mentioned perfons,—as men—as 
neighbours—as triends of civil and religious liberty, nor 
to any thing good in them as to the matter of it. 


But firft, Chriftian Zeal thews itfelf in extenfive for- 
row, when God, h.s word, and the objects of holy zeal 
are treated contrary tu his law:—y zeal bath confumed me: 
bec..uje mine enemies have forgotten thy words, lays David.—. 
(Piaim cxix. 139.)—His warm love to God and his truths, 
and his refentment at a finful conduct refpecting divine 
things, gave him fuch pain as to affect and weaken his 
body, (fee alfo Acts xvii. 16.)—If we can, without deep 
concern, behold God difhonoured in the contempt fhewn 
to his gofpel, his commands, caufe, and people; it is 
certain that we are greatly defective as to holy zeal, 


Secondly. This zeal-alfo appears in an ardent defire 
for the glory of God in the {pread of his truths, and the 
{piritual profit of others.—Ardent defire is fo clofely joined 
with zeal, that to be zealous of fpiritual gifts, is carneftly 
to detire them, (4 Cor. xii. 31, compared with chap. xiv. 
12.)—when the Lord builds up his church, increafes the 
number of believers, promotes their holinefs, and fo 
fpreads his truths in the world, then he appears in his 

lory, manitefts his glorious power, goodnefs, and_excel- 
(Pialm cii. 16.)—this is what faints in general 


_defire ; their language is fimilar to that of David, Do good 


in thy good pleafure unto Zion: bu:ld thou the walls of Ferufa- 
Jem. (Pfalm 18.) —But the zealous Chriftian earneitly 


delires this; he wrettles for it at the throne of grace. 
Thirdly. 
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Thirdly. Another particular of this nature, is exten- 
five joy, when God is honoured in the propagation of his 
goipel, laws, and ordinances. As Chriftian Zeal, fhews 
itfelf in carneft longing for this important event; fo it 
muft appear in the exercife of great pleafure at the accom- 
plifhment of it. (Prov. xiii. 19.) 


Fourthly. Another effec of holy zeal, is a diligent 


— obferyance of duty :—thus Apolios being fervent in {pi- 


rit, taught diligently the way of the Lord, and, by con- 
fequence, was diligent in al] other known duties, for.there 
is a connexion betwixt the obfervation of one, and of the 
other, as in the motion of the links of a chain; and parti- 
cularly Chriftian Zeal appears, in a cheerful and 
ing obfervance of duty, in obedience to God’s command, 
notwithfianding the obfirucitons and great difficulties that may 
be in the way: -It is eafy to continue in duty with pleafure, 
when few hinderances impede, like as a traveller goes on 
his way with eafe, in fine, weather and a good road; but 
when the tempefts of affliction. befal a Chriftian, when, 
inttead of . being caretied by his fpiritual friends, he is un- 
juttly reproached, injurioufly treated by them, as well as 
by a carnal world ; and yet, in obedience to God, moves 
with alacrity, and perfeverance in the way of duty, then 
his holy zeal appears confpicuous, as it did in Paul, who 
counted not his life dear to him, fo he might finifh his 
courfe with joy, &c. Alfo, holy zeal appears in a liberal 
diftribution, as to thofe who are of ability, to the poor and 
needy faints ; [na liberal fupport of the minifters of Chrift ; 
in contending earneftly for the faith once delivered to 
the faints, by fuitable arguments, if they have futhcient 
khowledge for it, and prudence to manage a difpute; 
though as to thofe who are babes in knowledge, it is beft 
for them to avoid difputes, &c. &c. © a 


The third thing propofed, was to mention an advantage 
or two which attend this holy zeal, and one particular of 
this nature is, that it is profitable to our fellow faints ; 
your zeal hath provoked very many, hath ftirred them up 
to a like holy aétivity. (2 Cor. ix. 2.) Soldiers that are 
zealous for their king and country, are’ an octafion of 
animating their comrades, of exciting the languid to an 
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imitation of their zeal, and zealous chriftians are a means 
of exciting their brethren to holy ardour; by their exam-. 
ple, advice, and fervent prayers, they promote, in a par- 
ticular manner, when zealous, the love and fpiritual pro- 
fit of their brethren. | 


Secondly. The exercife of holy zeal renders a faint more 
capable of refifting the temptations of Satan, than other- 


wife he would be; when he is zealous for divine things, 


he has more fpiritual ftrength, than when he is in a more 
cool frame, and therefore he is’ better furnifhed to over- 
come temptation: it is the {trength of love, and of inward 
purity which are adapted to conquer Satan ;—ye are ttrong, 
and have overcome the wicked one, (1 Jo. il. 14.)—— 
Moreover, holy zeal tends to prevent real chriftians trom 
diftreffing fear about the reality of their holinefs, and cer- 
tainty of their final happinefs ; when their love to God and 
divine things is fervent, or when they are zealous tor God, 
there is no room for ditirefling doubts and fears; when the 
fire in the grate is a vehement flame, who can doubt whe- 
ther there be real fire there ?—So perfect love, or fincere 
love to God and his people when ardent, will not admit 
of a fear refpecting the exiftence of true holinefs in the 
heart, nor, confequently, of any doubt of future glory, as 
to thofe who believe the final perfeverance of the faints ; 
perfctt love cafteth out fear, (1 John iv. 18.) It is when 
our love is little and almoft covered with the afhes of in- 
ward fin, that diftrefling fears enter, and it Is a great ad- 
vantage to be free from fuch fears, efpecially in a dying 
hour,—we muft all fhortly die, and it is a very detirable 
thing to die with a gracious aiiurance of an admiflion to 
glory; well, the way thus to dic, is to live in the exercife 
vf Chriftian Zeal. | | 


We would now, as was propofed, in the fourth place, 
mention fome motives to the exercife of this amiable dif- 
pofition. The advantages connected with this zeal, which 
we have juft mentioned, ferve to excite us to it; but be- 
fides thefe, we fhould confider, firft, the vaft importance 
of the things, concerning which we fhould be zealous,— 
if they were trifling matters, we might reafonably treat 
them with indifference ; but they are the great thin as of 
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God’s word,—things more valuable than gold, yea, than 
much fine gold, fweeter alfo than honey, and the honey- 
comb, (Pialm xix. 9, 10.) God!—the Gofpel!—the 
Divine Commands !—O how precious are thefe objects! 
and fhould we not then fervently love them, and have 
keen refentment again{t what evidently oppofes them?— 
certainly we ought. Do men love gold, fo as to venture 
their lives for it, and wafte their conttitutions to acquire it? 
and fhall we be remifs in our zeal, for. what is better than 


gold ? God forbid. 


Second. The example of zealous faints recorded in 
fcripture, is a motive to excite our holy zeal. Phineas 
was truly zealous for his God,—Elijah burned with this 
holy flame, ,I have been, fays he, very jealous, or zealous 
for the Lord God of Hofts, (1 Kings xix. go, 14.) David 
was a zealous faint, and we {fhould not forget:that champion 
im holy zeal, the apoftle Paul; ftimulated by thefe emi- 
nent examples, we fhould be zealous for God,—particularly 
in the third place, we fhould remember the zeal of our 
great Mafter Chrift, who fays, the zeal of shy houfe hath 
eaten me up, (Pfalm Ixix. 9.—John ii. 14,497.) His Fa- 
ther’s glory lay near his heart, and he could not endure 
the diflionour done him, by thofe, who made his Father’s 
houfe a place of merchandife. What eminent zeal did he 


fhew in obeying his Father, notwithftanding the oppotition 


he met with, and the fatigues and unparalleled fufferings 
which he bore! and as his meeknefs and humility are a 
motive to excite us to a fimilar behaviour, (Matthew xi.) 
fo is his zeal. | a 

_ Again, confider dear brethren, how zealoys many are in 
a bad caufe; they compafs fea and land to make one pro- 
felyte, and when he is made, he is worfe than he was he- 
fore, (Matt. xxiii. 15.) and how zealous fog the fervice of 
Sin and Satan are drunkards, unclean perfgns, &c.! and 
fhall not we be zealous for our God, bs his Gofpel and 
Commands? Yes, (Micah iv. 5.) Farther, we fhould 
confider how pleafing holy zeal is to God, argd how detefta- 
ble a Luke-warm frame is to him, and fo we fhould exer- 
cife holy zeal._——Moreover, zeal for good works, (and fo 
every other branch of zeal) was one great end, a 
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Chrift had in dying for us, (Tit. ii. r4.) and we hould. 
not forget that it w iil tend to our comfort. To be zealous 
for God and his Glory, is the road to much of that inward 
peace in this world, which will f{weeten the calamities of 


life, make us fubmiftively long tor heaven, and alleviate 
the bitternefs of death. 


Wednefday, May zoth, the public fervice began at two, 
o’Clock, when brother Sharp opened the meeting, by 
finging and prayer ;—then brother Hirft preached trom. 
iii. 


Met ite at half paft five, when Mr. Faweett, fen. be- 
gan the fervice by finging and prayer. Mr. Aihworth 
was chofen Moderator. he letters were read from the 
various Churches, and the circular letter drawn up by 
Mr. Wood, was read, approved, and ordered to be 
printed immediately. Brother Hartley conciuded the 
fervice in praver. | | 

Met again the next morning at nine o’Clock, Mr. Hindle _ 
began the fervice in prayer. Mr. Littlewood preached 
from Hofea xiv. 2. Mr. Afhworth preached fiom 
Ephefians iv. 20, 21, and concluded with prayer. 


‘The Church at Elland was taken into the affociation. 
It was agreed to hold the next affociation at Maibrough, 

and the Minifters are defired to put up at the Ange! in 
Briggate, Rotheram. The perions who are then to/ 
preach, are Mefirs. Hindle, Afhworth, and Hirft, and 
in cafe of failure, Mr. Wood, Mr. Faweett, and Mr. 

Littlewood. Mr. Hindle is to draw up the circular 
letter, the fubje&t of which is, ‘f The Crois of Chrift.” — 
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STATE OF THE CHURCHES. 


i? 


Wie have the pleafure to inform you, that though fomc of 
the Churches are in a low fituation, yet Sthers of them 
are in a more profperous ftate, and that there hath been 
a greater increafe this year; than in the . ah one. 


Baptized, ~ - - = 43 | Excluded,#- - - 6 


Dead, - a 17 


‘ 


Increafe this Year, 20.——Two have been reftored, 
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